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in the blizzard and who, by this time, was himself thoroughly
disheartened by his long-enforced inaction.

So, once again, it was left to General Bkdwood to make a
big decision; but, as on a previous occasion when he was
actually appointed to supersede Monro, his great loyalty to his
Chief decided his action and he was not prepared to accept any
independent responsibility.

On our return to Mudros we found two telegrams from the
Admiralty.

" Admiralty to Vice-Admiral. loth December, 1915.
As Admiralty are not prepared to authorise Navy single-
handed attempting to force the Narrows and acting in
Sea of Marmora cut off from supplies, the decision of the
Government to evacuate Suvk and Anzac will not be
further questioned by Admiralty in view of the individual
and combined appreciation of the responsible Generals
and the great strain thrown on naval and military resources
by the operations in Greece. Holding Cape Helles and
the mouti. of the Straits will enable another attack to be
started later working on a different plan should the Govern-
ment decide to undertake it."

Mr. Balfour's personal reply to Admiral Wemyss breathed a
finer spirit:

" Your telegram has been very carefully considered.
I personally agree with your appreciation of German
designs in the East, and I view with deepest regret the
abandonment of Suvla and Anzac But military authorities,
including Birdwood, are clear that these cannot be made
tenable against an increased artillery fire, while the Admiralty
hold that the naval arguments against forcing the Straits
are overwhelming* Naval authorities here are convinced
that while success is most doubtful, very heavy losses are
certain, and it must be remembered that nothing would
have a worse effect on our Eastern position than a serious
check to the Navy. This would be represented as a heavy
blow at our naval supremacy."*

* This telegram is incorrectly attributed to the First Sea Lord,Sir Henry Jackson*
on page 59 of the Dardanelles Commission's Final Report,